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PROPOSAL 


PARLIAMENT, 


For ſuppreſſing of | 
O yau who are nat only the principal Patriots of 


your Country, but the fole ProteQors of our lives 
and fortunes, under ( Almighty God and our moſt 
Gracious Soyeraign now reignit ) whom, God of 
his goodneſs preſerve and prote& in health and profperity, 
ſpight of all Romiſh Treaſons whatſoever. At your feec 
[ 4 C Right Honourable }) theſe ſubſequent Propoſals are humb]l 
hyed, with that due reverence and humility as is due to fo 
great an Afﬀembly ; and with an integrity every way equivo- 
lent to the juſtneſs and equity of the 'preſent Caſe,” now de- 
pending berwixt the inhuman Blood-thirſty Romaniſts ( for 
Catholicks 1 dare not preſume ro call them ) and the honeſt, 
loyal, well-meaning, and truly fzichftl Proteſtanes in England. 
|» But by the way, let us requeſt your Honours not te miſconſtrue 
the method of our proceeding, fince we do not defire to render 
the Papiſts odious'; could we our ſelves ſecure oor own lafety, 
we have that candid conftruQion- for them, which, poflibly, \; 
they uever-deſeryed, por ever may, I pray God we may be tnil- 
d ftaken : we defign' no tumults, nor will ſpit ont” any frothy 
language, that may encourage any fo to do, fince this is our 
prig- 


i 


l | 


| Right Honourable, 


2 
principle, to beſeech your Honours for redreſs, which if your 
Honours do, we fhall be beyond meaſure thankfal ; if not, we 
are contident Almighty God will proteCt us, 

'We need not inform your Honours of the prodigious growth 
of Popery, or the diſmal effets thereby occationed, former ex- 
perience hatlhy ſuftigently convinced us gf-gheirtelliſh defigns ; 
and that the ſame things ( and woful Tragedies ) may be afted 
again, we have as great reaſon to fear, as your Honours to pre- 
vent, In a word, yoyr Honqanrs are humbly defired to take 
theſe ſew following propoſals into conſideration, as you tender 
the weltaye, ,gor onlywt yourKing and Gougtry, bu cople- 

ently of yopr lelyes,' h J 
Setting aſide the Succeſſion to the Crown ( a thing not fir 
for inferior £ubjeAs to intermeddle withall ) which we ſhall 


leave,Let us humbly requeſt, with your Honours leave and per- * 


miſſion,, theſe few i follo Wg. v1%. 

Firſt, Unity ; Thas what Gad hath not fet up in his Church 
may be pulled down, 4nd thoſe; things taken out of the way 
which have been ( and poſſibly may be ) always hones of 'con- 
tention amongſt perſons truly learned and pious : For certainly, 
it can neither be prejudicial to the Church;*'ro yield in thoſe 
things: which ,Diffenters account {1ptu}, and which the Church ic 
ſelt calls byt indifferent.z and theretore no more than chips in 
Porridg,, not worth contending tar, This, your Honours know, 
3s the ready, yay to unite all in afteQion, and what the conſc- 
quence wall: produce, [ygpr-Honours are belt able ro conceive, 
eſpecially when Popery as 10 prevalent, and their tation {o po- 
tent amongſt 'ys, as.now 1t 18, | 

Your Honpurs are not unſenſible of what great concern Unity 
will be amongſt} ys, and chiefly that of Religion ; in which re- 
ſpet {;with-your Hogours approbation ) we humbly conceive, 
with all 'mogdeſty be-it ſpoken, no more probable courſe can be 
propounged than the aforegoing Propoſal, which doubtleſs with 
His Majeſties conſent, may be happily effcGed to the eternal 
glory of 'the Nation. . | | 
"This, main ( and indeed chief ) bufinels, being obtained, we 
with your Honours permiſſion further requeſt, 

| That in reſped the bringing im, ,and introducing of: Popery, 
will in all probability, npt only. put a period to our fortunes, 
but our lives to boot '( for Fire 'and Fagg 


gotten as long as a true Epgliſh Proteſtant ſyryives ) we there- 
: fore, 


ot will neyer be for. 


3 

fore, on 'our bended Knees, ſupplicate your Honours, That 
Smithfield may never appear 1n Flames, / except ,on, the. Filth 
day ot November Annually. Your, Honours .-know it. js an old 
Proverb no leſs uſual than uſeful, That the. burnt Child dreads 
the Fire ; avd, it now aldge lyes. in,your bolous to prevent, what 
we with dread fear, though we hope God Almighty ,wilhnever 
ſuffer our Enemies to effect. : 

To induge your Honours.to.fo pious a deed, we need urge 
no further Arguments than the infallible loſing your own E- 
Rates and 'Forranes ; for\'che Cannon-Law of the Church of 
Rome abſolutely determines, That not only a private perſon, 
but a Prince, being a Heretick ( as they term all Proteſtants, 
withour exception, to be ) incurs by his default, , _ = NU 
* Crimen leſe Majeſtatis divinis, as their own Au+ 4: ME we 
thors affirm, whereupon it is no more fin to kill General Council. 
ſuch a Heretical Prince than a Dog, as well as confiſcate his 
Eſtate : And if Princes are thus ſerved, what muſt their Sub- 
jects expect? 

Mulcitudes of the like decrees I conld mention unto your 
Honours, but I ſuppoſe your Ho6nonrs are not ignorant"ih this 
caſe, what your ſelves, as well as we muſt depend on, if ever 
ſuch blood-thirſty Villains get the upper hand, which God for- 
bid. We therefore humbly requeſt your Honours, by the kind- 


nels you, haye. for your {elves and peculiar Families, .as yell. 
the won N — that You etl Sens phi opr* Ponte 
and modeſt requeſt. T3 W310 «DIh 1 /11 LL 2. 

Your {Jonours are not ignorant of what an eminent Divine 
told us of late, wiz. That thoſe perſons who already had the im- 
pudence to deny a Popiſh Plot, would newer boggle to effe&t their 
Treaſon upon the firft opportunity that offers. And ſince His Ma- 
jeſties life ( which we value infinitely beyond our own private 
concerns ) ſtands on fo tickliſh a point, as to be in a manner 
ſubject to the bload-thirſty Sword of every daring Ruffian, we 
have the greateſt reaſon in the World to beſeech your Honours 
to take a timely care to foyuens ſo eminent a miſchief, which, 
for ought we know, will not only ruine us, but ſtrike a great 
blow towards the utter ſubyertion of all the Proteſtants in Ex- 
rope. 

And now let us humbly requeſt your Honours, to conſider, 
whether any thing can poſlibly be fitter propounded for the pre- 
ſent times, at this ſeaſon, than what is here humbly layd at 
your 


[4 ] 
your feet, viz. The firengthning of the Nation at home by a 
perfect and entire nnion amongſt our ſelves, and ſuppreſling all 
appearances of Popery, a name which makes all loyal Engliſh 
Proteſtants tremble, This may it pleaſe your Honours, is bum- 


bly offered you for your ſerjous peruſal, in behalf of all Loyal 
Proteſtants ; by a 


Loyal Subje& to the King, and a 


faithful Servant to bis Coun- 


tries intereſt 


). B. 


Printed, and are to be Sold by Richard Janeway in Queens 
bead Alley in Pater»Nofter.Row. 1680. 


